
Guidance Issued by LJ Thorpe on Social Workers travelling Overseas and 

the use Of CFAB  
 

 

Briefing note on social workers travelling overseas to undertake social work 

assessments in court proceedings. 

 

This briefing note on social workers travelling overseas has been produced by 

Children and Families Across Borders (CFAB – formerly International Social 

Services) and approved by the Rt Hon Lord Justice Thorpe in his capacity as 

Head of International Family Justice for England and Wales. 

 
Introduction 

There is an increasing number of local authority and Cafcass social workers 

travelling abroad to undertake assessments. Often these are of extended family 

members of children in care in the UK with a view to placing the child with them 

overseas. The aim is laudable as all children have the right to family 

life and all family options should be fully explored. The social workers are often 

instructed by the courts to travel overseas. 

 

This practice is problematic Children and Families Across Borders (CFAB), the UK 

branch of the International Social Service network, advises that UK social workers 

are not asked to travel abroad to undertake social work. It is not permitted for an 

overseas social worker to work in the UK without GSCC registration and many other 

countries have the same constraints. 

 

Alternative arrangements 

Increasingly children coming into care in the UK will have extended family options 

overseas. These options should be explored fully, utilising the resources within the 

overseas country and the social services teams overseas. In the majority of countries 

there are local social services who can undertake work on behalf of UK local 

authorities and the courts. 

 

It is important that each sovereign jurisdiction is allowed to operate and conduct its 

own assessments of its citizens, or overseas citizens habitually resident there and, 

that UK social workers are not sent overseas to conduct assessments in countries 

where they have no knowledge of legislative frameworks, 



cultural expectations or resources available to a child placed there. 

Assessments required from overseas can be accessed through CFAB 

(www.cfab.uk.net or 0207 735 8941). 

 

Judges who have used this service in the past may have found that the reports 

received were not in the formats expected by the UK or in the timescales within 

which UK based assessments are produced. 

 

However, CFAB are now able to work more effectively with services overseas and 

ensure that detailed letters of instruction lead to satisfactory assessments being 

produced. 

 

Conclusion 

It is suggested that the family courts refer to CFAB when ordering assessments of 

children and families overseas. 

 

Assessments can be procured via CFAB and, ongoing, the 1996 Hague Convention 

on Jurisdiction, Applicable Law, Recognition, Enforcement and Cooperation in 

Respect of Parental Responsibility and Measures for the Protection of Children will 

provide the mechanism to obtain such reports. 

 

There will continue to be countries where the local social services cannot undertake 

the work required. 

 

In these instances we advise that UK social workers seek permission from that 

country to undertake social work before travelling and take advice from CFAB and 

the Foreign and Commonwealth Office as to the cultural and legal arrangements in 

the country they are planning to visit. 

 

END  

http://www.cfab.uk.net/

